XXIII ACP and FORUM of MELBOURNE SYMPOSIUM
What is a Lacanian psychoanalytic treatment?
SATURDAY 21ST MAY 2022 12.50 -4.30 AEDT TIME VIA ZOOM

Join Zoom Meeting
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12.50

ZOOM ROOM OPEN

1.00

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

Carmelo Scuderi

1.10

THE DISTINCTIVE MARKS OF LACANIAN PSYCHOANALYSIS

Leonardo S. Rodríguez

1.40

ADVENT & CHOICE - THE SUBJECT, THE REAL, PREPARATION
& ANTICIPATION

Kaya Latage

THE UNCONSCIOUS IS POLITICS WITH AND
WITHOUT PSYCHOANALYSIS

Rostik Bershadsky

2.10
2.40

BREAK

3.00

FROM THE SYMPTOM BEYOND SPEECH, TO THE LETTER

Susan Schwartz

3.30

THE SUBJECT OF PSYCHOANALYSIS IS THE SUBJECT OF SCIENCE:
SCIENCE AND TRUTH (1965)

Carmelo Scuderi

4.00

DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS

4.30

FINISH
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12.50 ZOOM ROOM OPEN
1.00 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
1.10 THE DISTINCTIVE MARKS OF
LACANIAN PSYCHOANALYSIS LEONARDO S. RODRÍGUEZ
The work of Lacan has left distinctive
marks not only in the theory of
psychoanalysis but also in contemporary
social sciences. These marks are
supported by a modality of clinical practice
which, although not unified as a set of
technical rules or clinical guidelines, has
nevertheless features that distinguish it
from other psychoanalytic orientations.
They concern the direction of the treatment
towards aims that are well defined yet in a
state of permanent critical revision, as they
are applied to the historically evolving
creatures that we are.
Leonardo S. Rodríguez, PhD, is a
psychoanalyst, founding member of the
ACP, founding member and Analyst
Member of the School of Psychoanalysis
of the Forums of the Lacanian Field,
author of Psychoanalysis with Children
and numerous book chapters and papers
on psychoanalytic theory and practice in
several languages.

1.40 ADVENT & CHOICE - THE SUBJECT,
THE REAL, PREPARATION &
ANTICIPATION - KAYA LATAGE
How to reconstruct an analysis, the
singular repetition to the Real and the
reverberation of jouissance; the positioning
and re-positioning, embedded in culture,
critical analysis, past and present
interpretations, loyalties to translations,
idiosyncratic seduction and the advent. At
times, impenetrable and simultaneously
knowable, the linguistic simplicity and
complexity of one word; ethics - shaped
outside of the passing of time, of history and
repetition remains. Its truth is experienced
in our bodies, the mind fails; unable to
formulate the words and yet, there is the
yearning for the tried and trusted approach,
which holds us to texts and words;
simultaneously knowing – ‘it is not this’,
and yet at some point, regardless, it must
be read and re-read. This presentation
marks a small part of this singular
passage.
Ms Kaya Latage has been formally involved
with the ACP for the past 15 years and
works from a Lacanian perspective within
senior roles across organisations and as a
Lacanian analyst in private practice.

03

2.10 THE UNCONSCIOUS IS POLITICS
WITH AND WITHOUT PSYCHOANALYSIS ROSTIK BERSHADSKY
It is certainly a surprising statement, even
an enigmatic one, made by Lacan during
his seminar The Logic of Phantasy – ‘I am
not even saying “politics is the
unconscious” - but, quite simply, the
unconscious is politics!’. The context of this
statement in that session was a rather
detailed criticising commentary by Lacan
on a clinical case of masochism. Lacan
emphasizes that the fact of refusal or of
being rejected runs counter to the
dimension of masochism and that the
question is what would be better - being
rejected or accepted too quickly. It is with
this question Lacan makes a step, bringing
the unconscious into the realm of politics.
However, we can trace a precursor of this
rejection, which will not be without a value
for psychoanalysis, in Greek philosophy,
namely in the work of Aristotle. Aristotelian
perspective gives us the right distance to
grasp the mechanism of politics, its
structure and function, devoid of ideology,
namely its concealing content. However,
the principle of exclusion or rejection is
already present in Aristotle's writings. The
consequences of such an exclusion render
a man not a human being. Following the
reading of Aristotle's Politics, it is indeed
palatable to place the Polis between the
sound, with its qualities of lalangue, and the
spoken language of the political man, as a
certain way to approach the signifier. These
coordinates for politics, city-state affairs,
relying on Lacan's statement – ‘The
unconscious is politics’ could be applied to
the operation of the unconscious. The real
unconscious is ever emerging at the edge of
Polis and thus continues to remain
omnipresent as real politi(x) of the beyond.
Rostik Bershadsky practices
analysis in a private clinic.

psycho-

He is also a senior forensic clinician, had
previously worked in psychiatric hospitals
and forensic mental health settings in
Israel, and currently working within the
corrective services of NSW. He is a member
of the Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis
and the Forum of Melbourne of the
International of Forums of the Lacanian
Field. He is also a member of the Australian
and New Zealand Society of Criminology
(ANZSOC).
2.40 BREAK
3.00 FROM THE SYMPTOM BEYOND
SPEECH, TO THE LETTER SUSAN SCHWARTZ
’The dimension of the symptom is that it
speaks. It speaks even to those who do not
know how to hear. It does not say
everything, even to those who know it’.
These two sentences from the second
lesson of Lacan’s Seminar XVIII, On a
discourse that would not be semblance, give
initial orientation to this discussion. There
is no psychoanalysis without the
unconscious symptom, but how do we
locate it in the analysand’s speech? As an
event of the body, to what extent can it be
deciphered? Why does the function of
writing in the unconscious – the effect of
discourse – and the concept of the letter,
the littoral between knowledge and
jouissance become crucial for Lacan’s
formulation of the end of analysis by the
real? And how is this connected with the
change in the subject’s relation to the
jouissance of his symptom in the course of
an analysis?
Susan Schwartz is a
private practice. She
Practicing Analyst with
Analyst Member of
Psychoanalysis of the
Lacanian Field.

psychoanalyst in
is a Registered
the ACP and an
the School of
Forums of the
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3.30 THE SUBJECT OF PSYCHOANALYSIS
IS THE SUBJECT OF SCIENCE: SCIENCE
AND TRUTH (1965) - CARMELO SCUDERI
This paper will focus on Lacan’s study of
‘Science and Truth’, written in 1965. In this
study Lacan considers the question of
whether we can consider psychoanalysis a
science and the role that truth as cause
plays in how we consider this question.
For Lacan a psychoanalytic praxis must
be based on more than an acceptance of
the divided subject. Psychoanalysis must
‘discover’
irreducible
foundational
elements which are invariable in its field
and it could be argued that Lacan spent
much of his intellectual effort during his
life on trying to discover and formulating
these elements. At this time, in 1965, his
efforts have turned towards the real,
the importance of language in the
understanding of the unconscious and
consequentially the relationship between
truth, cause and modern science. Lacan’s
reformulation of the unconscious, as
structured like a language, allows him to
study the unconscious in ways which take
us beyond the confines of the archaic
illusion, as proposed by Claude
Levi-Strauss and towards psychoanalysis
as a science, more scientific than modern
science itself.
Carmelo Scuderi is a Registered Practicing
Analyst of the Australian Centre for
Psychoanalysis and its current President.
He is a Clinical and Forensic Psychologist
and member of the of the International of
Forums of the Lacanian Field (IF-SPFLF).

4.00 DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS
4.30 FINISH

CONTACTS

Carmelo Scuderi
President
The Australian Centre for Psychoanalysis
carmelo.scuderi@bigpond.com

Nicol Thomas
Delegate
IF-SPFLF
lacaninmelbourne2017@gmail.com
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What is a Lacanian psychoanalytic treatment?

The primacy that Lacan affords the treatment of the Real in
psychoanalysis and how this can become part of our
psychoanalytic clinics raises many questions for us.
Questions about the entry into analysis, interpretation, how
to manage transference, transformations of the drive,
symptoms and anxiety. We know that since the unconscious
is structured like a language, the unconscious is not a
deep-seated reservoir of emotions, feelings, irrational
(illogical) thoughts and beliefs, but rather that the
unconscious exists precisely because of language and is a
logical system of signifiers that are the subject’s own
particular truth and knowledge and that makes its
appearance in the so-called eruptions of the Real.
This Symposium/Colloquium will present a series of
papers on what can differentiate a Lacanian orientation in
psychoanalysis from other psychoanalytic orientations
and how those theoretical features can guide clinical
practice and the ongoing research and study required
by contemporary psychoanalysis.
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